


56% Jesus is God

26% Jesus is a spiritual leader

18% Unsure 





When Jesus came to the region of Caesarea 
Philippi, he asked his disciples, “Who do 
people say that the Son of Man is?”

They replied, “Some say John the Baptist; 
others, Elijah; still others, Jeremiah or one 
of the prophets.”

Matthew 16:13-14



“But you,” he asked them, “who do you say 
that I am?”

Simon Peter answered, “You are the 
Messiah, the Son of the living God.”

Jesus responded, “Blessed are you, Simon 
son of Jonah, because flesh and blood did 
not reveal this to you, but my Father in 
heaven.   

Matthew 16:15-17
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The Church is a community of 
people who know Jesus 
personally



“A man who was merely a man and said the sort 
of things Jesus said would not be a great moral 
teacher. He would either be a lunatic - on the 
level with a man who says he is a poached egg -
or he would be the devil of hell. You must take 
your choice. Either this was, and is, the Son of 
God, or else a madman or something worse. You 
can shut Him up for a fool or you can fall at His 
feet and call Him Lord and God. But let us not 
come with any patronizing nonsense about His 
being a great human teacher. He has not left that 
open to us.” 

-C.S. Lewis-



The Church is a community of 
people who proclaim Jesus 
confidently



And I also say to you that you are Peter, 
and on this rock, I will build my church, 
and the gates of Hades will not 
overpower it. I will give you the keys of 
the kingdom of heaven, and whatever 
you bind on earth will have been bound 
in heaven, and whatever you loose on 
earth will have been loosed in heaven.”  
Then he gave the disciples orders to tell 
no one that he was the Messiah.

Matthew 16:18-20



You are Peter, and upon this rock I 
will build My church and the gates 
of hell will not overpower it. 

Matthew 16:18



From then on Jesus began to point out to 
his disciples that it was necessary for him 
to go to Jerusalem and suffer many 
things from the elders, chief priests, and 
scribes, be killed, and be raised the third 
day.  Peter took him aside and began to 
rebuke him, “Oh no, Lord! This will never 
happen to you!”

Matthew 16:21-23



Jesus turned and told Peter, “Get 
behind me, Satan! You are a 
hindrance to me because you’re not 
thinking about God’s concerns but 
human concerns.” 

Matthew 16:21-23
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You are Peter, and upon this rock I 
will build My church and the gates 
of hell will not overpower it. 
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“So then you are no longer strangers 
and aliens but you are fellow citizens 
with the saints and are of God's 
household having been built on the 
foundation of the apostles and 
prophets.”  

Ephesians 2:19-20
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I will give you the keys of the kingdom 
of heaven, and whatever you bind on 
earth will have been bound in heaven, 
and whatever you loose on earth will 
have been loosed in heaven.”  Then he 
gave the disciples orders to tell no one 
that he was the Messiah.
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The Church is a community of 
people who obey Jesus sacrificially



Then Jesus said to his disciples, “If 
anyone wants to follow after me, let 
him deny himself, take up his cross, and 
follow me. For whoever wants to save 
his life will lose it, but whoever loses his 
life because of me will find it. For what 
will it benefit someone if he gains the 
whole world yet loses his life? Or what 
will anyone give in exchange for his life? 



For the Son of Man is going to come 
with his angels in the glory of his 
Father, and then he will reward each 
according to what he has done. Truly 
I tell you, there are some standing 
here who will not taste death until 
they see the Son of Man coming in 
his kingdom.” 

Matthew 16:24-28



You follow Christ by… 

1. Denying yourself
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You follow Christ by… 

1. Denying yourself

2. Taking up His cross

3. Following Christ fully



Investing 

Giving up something now in 
order to have more of 
something later.




