


“The best proof for Christianity 
are Christians. BUT the worst 
thing for Christianity is also 
Christians.” 



How do we protect ourselves against 
falling away from God and doing 
something we would regret?



Simon Peter answered, “You are the 
Messiah, the Son of the living God.” 

Matthew 16:16



Simon Peter answered, “You are the 
Messiah, the Son of the living God.” 

Matthew 16:16

Blessed are you, Simon son of 
Jonah…on this rock I will build my 
church.” 

Matthew 16:17-18



When evening came, he was reclining 
at the table with the Twelve. While 
they were eating, he said, “Truly I tell 
you, one of you will betray me.”

Deeply distressed, each one began to 
say to him, “Surely not I, Lord?” 

Matthew 26:20-22 



Then Jesus said to them, “Tonight all 
of you will fall away because of me, 
for it is written:

I will strike the shepherd, and the 
sheep of the flock will be scattered.  

Matthew 26:31



Simon, Simon, Satan has asked to 
sift you as wheat. But I have prayed 
for you, Simon, that your faith may 
not fail. And when you have turned 
back, strengthen your brothers 

Luke 22:31 



Peter told him, “Even if everyone falls 
away because of you, I will never fall 
away.”
“Truly I tell you,” Jesus said to him, 
“tonight, before the rooster crows, you 
will deny me three times.”
“Even if I have to die with you,” Peter 
told him, “I will never deny you,” and 
all the disciples said the same thing. 

Matthew 26:33-35



Matthew 26:69-75



1. Satan has a target on our back



1. Satan has a target on our back

Simon, Simon, look out. Satan 
has asked to sift you like wheat. 

Luke 22:31



• Jesus calls him the "ruler of this 
world" John 16:11 

• He is called the "god of this age."    
2 Corinthians 4:4 

• He is the "ruler of the authority of 
the air." Ephesians 2:2 

• He blinds the minds of unbelievers. 
2 Corinthians 4:4 

• Holds non-believers in his snare.    
2 Timothy 2:25-26 



• He can take life, as with Job's 
children. Job 1

• He can ruin your health, i.e. Job's 
body. Job 2:7 Luke 13:16 

• Demons torment people Luke 8:30 
• He entices people to do evil deeds.  

Luke 22:3
• He can cause natural disasters. 

Job 1:19



Simon, Simon, look out. Satan 
has asked to sift you like wheat. 

Luke 22:31





Be sober-minded, be alert. Your 
adversary the devil is prowling 
around like a roaring lion, looking for 
anyone he can devour. Resist him…

1 Peter 5:8-9



2. We are too confident in our own effort



Peter told him, “Even if everyone 
falls away because of you, I will 
never fall away.”
“Even if I have to die with you,” 
Peter told him, “I will never deny 
you,” and all the disciples said the 
same thing. 

Matthew 26:33-35





3. We are unable to accomplish
spiritual goals in the power of the flesh



Then Jesus came with them to a place 
called Gethsemane, and he told the 
disciples, “Sit here while I go over there 
and pray.” Taking along Peter and the two 
sons of Zebedee, he began to be sorrowful 
and troubled. He said to them, “I am 
deeply grieved to the point of death. 
Remain here and stay awake with me.” 
Going a little farther, he fell facedown and 
prayed, “My Father, if it is possible, let this 
cup pass from me. Yet not as I will, but as 
you will.”



Then he came to the disciples and found 
them sleeping. He asked Peter, “So, 
couldn’t you stay awake with me one 
hour?  Stay awake and pray, so that you 
won’t enter into temptation. The spirit is 
willing, but the flesh is weak.”



Again, a second time, he went away 
and prayed, “My Father, if this 
cannot pass unless I drink it, your 
will be done.”  And he came again 
and found them sleeping, because 
they could not keep their eyes open.



After leaving them, he went away 
again and prayed a third time, saying 
the same thing once more. Then he 
came to the disciples and said to 
them, “Are you still sleeping and 
resting? See, the time is near. The 
Son of Man is betrayed into the 
hands of sinners. 

Matthew 26: 36-45



The Spirit is willing but the flesh 
is weak. 

Matthew 26:41



Simon, Simon, look out. Satan has 
asked to sift you like wheat. But I 
have prayed for you that your faith 
may not fail. And you, when you 
have turned back, strengthen your 
brothers. 

Luke 22:31-32



God can use your failures



God can use your failures

Sometimes God allows you to 
fail in order to strip away your 
excessive self-confidence.



• His vanity
• His pride
• His self-confidence
• His impulsiveness
• His unreliability

Peter Lost…



• Humility
• New confidence in God
• Tested courage
• New determination to serve 

Jesus Christ
• A willingness to use his 

experience to help others

Peter Gained…



God can use your failures


