








For where there is envy and 
selfish ambition, there is disorder 
and every evil practice. 

James 3:16



We are messed up on the 
outside because we are 
messed up on the inside



Battle # 1: 

Misguided passion creates conflict 
in your relationships
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What is the source of wars and 
fights among you? Don’t they come 
from your passions that wage war 
within you? 

James 4:1



“passions” 

= hedonist, hedonism



“passions” 

= hedonist, hedonism

• Hedonism is the belief that my 
pleasure and happiness is the 
chief aim of life

• the pursuit of pleasure at all 
cost
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Misguided passion creates conflict 
in your relationships

What is the source of wars and 
fights among you? Don’t they come 
from your passions that wage war 
within you? 

James 4:1



As for the seed that fell among 
thorns, these are the ones who, 
when they have heard, go on 
their way and are choked with 
worries, riches, and pleasures of 
life, and produce no mature fruit. 

Luke 8:14 



For we too were once foolish, 
disobedient, deceived, enslaved 
by various passions and pleasures, 
living in malice and envy, hateful, 
detesting one another. 

Titus 3:3



For people will be lovers of self, lovers 
of money, boastful, proud, 
demeaning, disobedient to parents, 
ungrateful, unholy, unloving, 
irreconcilable, slanderers, without 
self-control, brutal, without love for 
what is good, traitors, reckless, 
conceited, lovers of pleasure rather 
than lovers of God…

2 Timothy 3:2-4





Beloved, I urge you as sojourners 
and exiles to abstain from the 
passions of the flesh, which wage 
war against your soul.

1 Peter 2:11 ESV
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Envy toward the stuff of others 
creates conflict in your relationships
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You desire and do not have. You 
murder and covet and cannot obtain.  

James 4:2a
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= To Destroy
You desire and do not have. You 
murder and covet and cannot obtain.  

James 4:2a



You have heard that it was said to our 
ancestors, “Do not murder, and 
whoever murders will be subject to 
judgment.  But I tell you, everyone 
who is angry with his brother or sister 
will be subject to judgment. Whoever 
insults his brother or sister, will be 
subject to the court. Whoever says, 
‘You fool!’ will be subject to hellfire.” 

Matthew 5:21-22



Battle # 2: 

Envy toward the stuff of others 
creates conflict in your relationships

= to boil with envy
You desire and do not have. You 
murder and covet and cannot obtain.  

James 4:2a



Battle # 3: 

Prioritizing your own pleasures
creates conflict in your relationships 



Battle # 3: 

Prioritizing your own pleasures
creates conflict in your relationships 

You do not have because you do not 
ask. You ask and don’t receive because 
you ask with wrong motives, so that 
you may spend it on your pleasures. 

James 2b-3





We are messed up on the 
outside because we are 
messed up on the inside



“Our hearts are restless until 
they find their rest in you.” 

-St. Augustine-



But seek first his kingdom and his 
righteousness, and all these things 
will be given to you as well. 

Matthew 6:33



On the last and most important day 
of the festival, Jesus stood up and 
cried out, “If anyone is thirsty, let 
him come to me and drink. The one 
who believes in me, as the Scripture 
has said, will have streams of living 
water flow from deep within him.”  
He said this about the Spirit. 

John 7:37-39



A thief comes only to steal and 
kill and destroy. I have come so 
that they may have life and 
have it in abundance. 

John 10:10



Now to him who is able to do above 
and beyond all that we ask or think 
according to the power that works 
in us— Ephesians 3:20 

And my God will meet all your 
needs according to the riches of his 
glory in Christ Jesus. 

Philippians 4:19



Now if any of you lacks wisdom, he 
should ask God—who gives to all 
generously and ungrudgingly—and 
it will be given to him. 

James 1:5



If we confess our sins, he is 
faithful and righteous to forgive us 
our sins and to cleanse us from all 
unrighteousness. 

1 John 1:9




