






Why do 
we 

criticize, 
cut down 

or gossip? 

• To feel superior

• Out of boredom

• Out of envy

• To feel like a part of a group

• For attention

• Out of anger or unhappiness
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For where there is envy and 
selfish ambition, there is 
disorder and every evil practice. 

James 3:16



Don’t bad mouth your friends

Don’t criticize one another, brothers 
and sisters. 

James 4:11



Don’t bad mouth your friends

Don’t criticize one another, brothers 
and sisters. 

James 4:11

Criticize = “against” and “to speak”



Your criticism breaks God’s law

Don’t criticize one another, 
brothers and sisters. Anyone who 
defames or judges a fellow believer 
defames and judges the law. 

James 4:11



1. You bad mouth, slander, or tear down a fellow 
believer in Christ, your spouse, someone in your 
Bible study. 
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1. You bad mouth, slander, or tear down a fellow 
believer in Christ, your spouse, someone in your 
Bible study. 
2. But God said that you and I are supposed to 
LOVE our brother.
3. You therefore act as if what God says doesn’t 
matter. “God’s Laws don’t apply to me.”  You 
disobey a direct command and by doing so place 
yourself above God. 
4. You have “judged” the law by judging your 
brothers. You judge God’s law as not as important 
as YOUR Law. 





When you criticize you act like the devil

If you judge the law, you are not a 
doer of the law but a judge. There is 
one lawgiver and judge who is able 
to save and to destroy. 

James 4:11-12 



Do not play God

But who are you to judge your 
neighbor? 

James 3:12b
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But who are you to judge your 
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• We’re told to test the spirits (1 
John 4:1)

• We are to pass judgment on false 
teachers (Matthew 7:15) 

• We are to judge someone who is 
openly living in sin and remove 
them from the assembly (1 
Corinthians 5:1-3)



• We are to judge someone as under a 
curse of God if they preach a different 
gospel (Galatians 1:9) 

• The spiritually discerning are to 
constantly make judgment calls between 
that which is good and that which is evil 
(Hebrews 5:14) 

• We are to judge all things. (1 Corinthians 
2:15) 



Don’t criticize one another, 
brothers and sisters. 

James 4:11




