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Teach us to number 
our days that we 
may gain a heart of 
wisdom.

Psalm 90:12



Your eyes saw me when I was 
formless;  all my days were written 
in your book and planned before a 
single one of them began. 

Psalm 139:16



How do I approach this life when 
the outcome is uncertain? 



James 4:13-17

Come now, you who say, “Today or 
tomorrow we will travel to such and 
such a city and spend a year there 
and do business and make a profit.”  
Yet you do not know what tomorrow 
will bring—what your life will be! For 
you are like vapor that appears for a 
little while, then vanishes.



James 4:13-17

Instead, you should say, “If the 
Lord wills, we will live and do this 
or that.”  But as it is, you boast in 
your arrogance. All such boasting 
is evil. So it is sin to know the 
good and yet not do it. 



Making plans without God is ridiculous

Come now, you who say, ‘Today 
or tomorrow we will travel to 
such and such a city and spend a 
year there and do business and 
make a profit. 

James 4:13



Making plans without God is ridiculous

Come now, you who say, ‘Today 
or tomorrow we will travel to 
such and such a city and spend a 
year there and do business and 
make a profit. 

James 4:13

The businessman has a plan



Making plans without God is ridiculous

Come now, you who say, ‘Today 
or tomorrow we will travel to 
such and such a city and spend a 
year there and do business and 
make a profit. 

James 4:13

The businessman has a place in mind



Making plans without God is ridiculous

Come now, you who say, ‘Today 
or tomorrow we will travel to 
such and such a city and spend a 
year there and do business and 
make a profit. 

James 4:13

The businessman intends to make a profit



Making plans without God is ridiculous

Come now, you who say, ‘Today 
or tomorrow we will travel to 
such and such a city and spend a 
year there and do business and 
make a profit. 

James 4:13



I am the master of my fate,
I am the captain of my soul.

Invictus by William Ernest Henley



We overlook the reality that life
is entirely unpredictable

Yet you do not know what 
tomorrow will bring—what your 
life will be! 

James 4:14a



We overlook the reality that life
is entirely unpredictable

Life is uncertain

Yet you do not know what 
tomorrow will bring—what your 
life will be! 

James 4:14a



We overlook the reality that life
is entirely unpredictable

Life is uncertain

Don’t boast about tomorrow,
for you don’t know what a day 
might bring. 

Proverbs 27:1



We overlook the reality that life
is entirely unpredictable

Life is brief

For you are like vapor that 
appears for a little while, then 
vanishes.

James 4:14



We overlook the reality that life
is entirely unpredictable

Life is brief

Therefore, they will be like the morning 
mist, like the early dew that vanishes,
like chaff blown from a threshing floor,
or like smoke from a window. 

Hosea 13:3
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See, now is the acceptable time; 
now is the day of salvation!

2 Corinthians 6:2



By Dave 
Freeman and 
Neil Teplica



Jesus told him, “I am the way, the 
truth, and the life. No one comes 
to the Father except through me. 

John 14:6



And this is the testimony: God 
has given us eternal life, and this 
life is in his Son. The one who has 
the Son has life. The one who 
does not have the Son of God 
does not have life. 

1 John 5:11-12



• Like flowers in the field. 
Isaiah 40

• Like a leaf before the wind. 
Job 13

• Like a shadow. 
Job 14



Acknowledge that God is sovereign
over our activities

“Instead, you should say, “If the 
Lord wills, we will live and do this 
or that” 

James 4:15



“Only one life, ’twill soon be past,
Only what’s done for Christ will last.” 

C.T. Studd



Life is a gift from God. 
What we do with it is our gift 
back to Him. 



Don’t boast in your 
arrogance. All such boasting 
is evil. 

James 4:16






