


I appeal to you to show kindness to my 

child, Onesimus. I became his father in the 

faith while here in prison. Onesimus hasn’t 

been of much use to you in the past, but 

now he is very useful to both of us. I am 

sending him back to you, and with him 

comes my own heart. 

Philemon 10-12



It seems you lost Onesimus for a little while so 

that you could have him back forever. He is 

no longer like a slave to you. He is more than 

a slave, for he is a beloved brother, 

especially to me. Now he will mean much 

more to you, both as a man and as a 

brother in the Lord. 

Philemon 15-16





God Created Work: 

• To reflect His image

• To worship Him with our abilities

• To experience joy from a job well 

done

• To bring joy to others around us



What Went Wrong With Work? 

Because of the Fall we experience: 

• Pain in our work

• Problems in our work

• We struggle to find purpose

• We may tend to idolize work

• We may tend to idolize leisure



How Does Jesus 

Change Work? 



Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a 

new creation. The old has passed 

away; behold, the new has come. 

2 Corinthians 5:17



A Christian employee serves a greater boss



A Christian employee serves a greater boss

Slaves obey your earthly masters with deep 

respect and fear. Serve them sincerely as you 

would serve Christ.  Try to please them all the 

time, not just when they are watching you. As 

slaves of Christ, do the will of God with all your 

heart. Work with enthusiasm, as though you were 

working for the Lord rather than for people. 

Ephesians 6:5-7 (NLT)



What matters is doing the work 

Jesus has given you to do—and 

doing it well.” 



A Christian employee shows respect for 

his earthly boss



Slaves obey your earthly masters with 

deep respect and fear. Serve them 

sincerely as you would serve Christ. 

Ephesians 6:5 NLT



Slaves obey your earthly masters in 

everything you do. Try to please them all 

the time, not just when they are watching 

you. Serve them sincerely because of your 

reverent fear of the Lord. Work willingly at 

whatever you do, as though you were 

working for the Lord rather than for people. 

Colossians 3:22 (ESV)



What if I disagree with my boss?



What if I disagree with my boss?

Slaves must always obey their masters 

and do their best to please them. They 

must not talk back or steal but must show 

themselves to be entirely trustworthy and 

good. Then they will make the teaching 

about God our Savior attractive in every 

way. Titus 2:9–10 (NLT)



“It is a rare and powerful witness 

not to complain at work.” 



What if your boss is a nut-case? 



What if your boss is a nut-case? 

You who are slaves must submit to your 

masters with all respect. Do what they tell 

you—not only if they are kind and 

reasonable, but even if they are cruel.  For 

God is pleased when, conscious of his will, 

you patiently endure unjust treatment.

1 Peter 2:18–19 (NLT)



What if my boss is a Christian?



What if my boss is a Christian?

If the masters are believers, that is no 

excuse for being disrespectful. Those 

slaves should work all the harder because 

their efforts are helping other believers 

who are well loved. 

1 Timothy 6:2 (NLT)



A Christian boss treats his employees

with respect



Masters, do the same to them, and stop 

your threatening, knowing that he who 

is both their Master and yours is in 

heaven, and that there is no partiality 

with him. 

Ephesians 6:9 (ESV)



Masters, treat your bondservants justly 

and fairly, knowing that you also have a 

Master in heaven. 

Colossians 4:1 (ESV)




