
What does it mean to 
believe the Bible? 



1. We are likely to be opposed.

2. We may be branded as 
extremists.

3. We may be misunderstood by our 
own people.

When Christians take a stand…





“As a pastor, I’m not called to give 
my opinion. I’m called as a pastor to 
give the scriptural position on it. It 
doesn’t mean that I have to agree 
with you to love you.”

T.D. Jakes



“I think that sex between two 
people of the same sex is 
condemned in the Scriptures, and 
as long as it is condemned in the 
Scriptures, I don’t get to say what 
I think. I get to say what the Bible 
says.”

T.D. Jakes



“I don’t get to say what I think.   
I get to say what the Bible says.”

T.D. Jakes



Do I really believe the Bible is true 
and is it truly the authority in my 
life, in my decision and in my 
lifestyle? 

When I compare worldly wisdom to 
God’s wisdom, which do I tend to 
believe and follow? 



We believe that God has spoken in the 
Scriptures, both Old and New Testaments, 
through the words of human authors. As 
the verbally inspired Word of God, the Bible 
is without error in the original writings, the 
complete revelation of His will for salvation, 
and the ultimate authority by which every 
realm of human knowledge and endeavor 
should be judged. Therefore, it is to be 
believed in all that it teaches, obeyed in all 
that it requires, and trusted in all that it 
promises.
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83% of people who call themselves Christian 
do not have a biblical worldview



17% of Christians have a biblical worldview. 
• believing that absolute moral truth exists; 
• the Bible is totally accurate in all of the 

principles it teaches; 
• Satan is considered to be a real being or force, 

not merely symbolic; 
• a person cannot earn their way into Heaven by 

trying to be good or do good works; 
• Jesus Christ lived a sinless life on earth; and 
• God is the all-knowing, all-powerful creator of 

the world who still rules the universe today.” 
(Relevant Magazine, MAY 11, 2017)



What does it mean to 
believe the Bible? 



Believing the Bible means accepting
its authority in every area of life

This is why we constantly thank God, 
because when you received the word of 
God that you heard from us, you 
welcomed it not as a human message, but 
as it truly is, the word of God, which also 
works effectively in you who believe. 

1 Thessalonians 2:13



You received the Word of God

This is why we constantly thank God, 
because when you received the word of 
God that you heard from us, you 
welcomed it not as a human message, but 
as it truly is, the word of God, which also 
works effectively in you who believe. 

1 Thessalonians 2:13



A third of Americans who attend a 
Protestant church regularly (32%) 
say they read the Bible personally 
every day. Around a quarter (27%) 
say they read it a few times a week. 

Aaron Earls - July 2, 2019 Lifeway website. 
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You welcomed the Word of God

This is why we constantly thank God, 
because when you received the word of 
God that you heard from us, you 
welcomed it not as a human message, but 
as it truly is, the word of God, which also 
works effectively in you who believe. 

1 Thessalonians 2:13



• If the Bible comes from man, then 
we can pick and choose what we 
believe. 

• If the Bible comes from God, we 
must welcome it. We must bow in 
submission to it.

What do you believe about the Bible? 



“Did God really say, ‘You must not 
eat from any tree in the garden?’” 

Genesis 3:1



Believing the Bible means your life
will change

This is why we constantly thank God, 
because when you received the word of 
God that you heard from us, you 
welcomed it not as a human message, but 
as it truly is, the word of God, which also 
works effectively in you who believe. 

1 Thessalonians 2:13



1. What does the text say? 

2. What does it mean? 

3. So What! How does this 
principle apply to my life?



Believing the Bible means 
accepting the opposition it brings. 

For you, brothers and sisters, became 
imitators of God’s churches in Christ Jesus 
that are in Judea, since you have also 
suffered the same things from people of 
your own country, just as they did from 
the Jews  who killed the Lord Jesus and 
the prophets and persecuted us. 

1 Thessalonians 2:14-15
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For am I now trying to persuade 
people, or God? Or am I striving 
to please people? If I were still 
trying to please people, I would 
not be a servant of Christ. 

Galatians 1:10



Taking It Home: 

1. As missionary disciples, we 
must be learners of the truth.



Taking It Home: 

1. As missionary disciples, we 
must be learners of the truth.

2. We are missionary disciples
under authority




