


• The way to be accepted by God is to 
try sincerely to live a good life.

• God is satisfied if a person lives the 
best life he can.

• The main emphasis of the 
gospel/Bible is on God’s rules for right 
living.



• The way to be accepted by God is to 
try sincerely to live a good life. >60%   

• God is satisfied if a person lives the 
best life he can. 70% agreed

• The main emphasis of the 
gospel/Bible is on God’s rules for right 
living. >50% agreed



If you were to die and stand 
before God and He asked, ‘Why 
should I let you into heaven?’ 
what would you say? 





He also told this parable to some 
who trusted in themselves that 
they were righteous and looked 
down on everyone else… 

Luke 18:9 



The wrong way to approach God is 
by your own good works; the right 
way to approach God is as an 
unworthy sinner, pleading for mercy.



Two men went up to the temple 
to pray, one a Pharisee and the 
other a tax collector. 

Luke 18:10



1. The wrong way to approach 
God is by your own good works.



People who try to come to God 
by their good works are…

a. Trusting in themselves

b. Looking down on others

c. Comparing themselves to 
others, not to God

d. Looking at things outwardly, 
not at their hearts before God.
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“If you chase 
two rabbits, 
you will not 
catch either 
one.” 

-Russian 
Proverb-



The one who trusts in himself 
is a fool…

Proverbs 28:26



People who try to come to God 
by their good works are…

a. Trusting in themselves

b. Looking down on others

c. Comparing themselves to 
others, not to God

d. Looking at things outwardly, 
not at their hearts before God.



He also told this parable to some 
who trusted in themselves that 
they were righteous and looked 
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The Pharisee was standing and 
praying like this about himself: 
‘God, I thank you that I’m not 
like other people—greedy, 
unrighteous, adulterers, or even 
like this tax collector. 

Luke 18:11



People who try to come to God 
by their good works are…

a. Trusting in themselves

b. Looking down on others

c. Comparing themselves to 
others, not to God

d. Looking at things outwardly, 
not at their hearts before God.
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People who try to come to God 
by their good works are…

a. Trusting in themselves

b. Looking down on others
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I fast twice a week; I give a 
tenth of everything I get.’ 

Luke 18:12



For you are saved by grace through 
faith, and this is not from yourselves; 
it is God’s gift— not from works, so 
that no one can boast. 

Ephesians 2:8-9 



Humans do not see what the Lord 
sees, for humans see what is visible, 
but the Lord sees the heart.” 

1 Samuel 16:7

All of us have become like 
something unclean, and all our 
righteous acts are like a polluted 
garment… Isaiah 64:6



2. The right way to approach 
God is as an undeserving
sinner pleading for mercy.



But the tax collector, standing far 
off, would not even raise his eyes 
to heaven but kept striking his 
chest and saying, ‘God, have 
mercy on me, a sinner!’ 

Luke 18:13



All of us have become like 
something unclean, and all our 
righteous acts are like a polluted 
garment… 

Isaiah 64:6



But the tax collector, standing far 
off, would not even raise his eyes 
to heaven but kept striking his 
chest and saying, ‘God, have 
mercy on me, a sinner!’ 

Luke 18:13



3. When sinners approach 
God for mercy, He 
graciously, instantly
justifies them.



I tell you, this one went down 
to his house justified rather 
than the other. 

Luke 18:14



I tell you, this one went down 
to his house justified rather 
than the other. 

Luke 18:14



He made the one who did not 
know sin to be sin for us, so that 
in him we might become the 
righteousness of God. 

2 Corinthians 5:21




