


Then Peter approached him and 
asked, “Lord, how many times 
must I forgive my brother or sister 
who sins against me? As many as 
seven times?” 

Matthew 18:21



Forgiving others is 
essentially the act of 
pardoning an 
offender.
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Forgiveness = “to let go”



Forgiving others means letting go of 
resentment and giving up any claim 
to be compensated for the hurt or 
loss we have suffered. 



Forgiveness vs. Reconciliation



“I tell you, not as many as seven,” 
Jesus replied, “but seventy times 
seven.” 

Matthew 18:22 



For this reason, the kingdom of heaven 
can be compared to a king who wanted 
to settle accounts with his servants. 
When he began to settle accounts, one 
who owed ten thousand talents was 
brought before him. Since he did not 
have the money to pay it back, his 
master commanded that he, his wife, 
his children, and everything he had be 
sold to pay the debt. 

Matthew 18:23-25



10,000 Talents

$50,000 = $137/Day

1 Days Wage = 1 Denarii 

6000 Denarii = 1 Talent

10,000 Talents X 6000 Denarii 

137 x 6000 x 10,000 = $8.2 Billion



Therefore, as God’s chosen ones, 
holy and dearly loved, put on 
compassion, kindness, humility, 
gentleness, and patience, bearing 
with one another and forgiving one 
another if anyone has a grievance 
against another. Just as the Lord has 
forgiven you, so you are also to 
forgive. 

Colossians 3:13 



At this, the servant fell facedown 
before him and said, ‘Be patient 
with me, and I will pay you 
everything.’ 

Matthew 18:26
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Matthew 18:26



Then the master of that servant 
had compassion, released him, 
and forgave him the loan. 

Matthew 18:27



That servant went out and found 
one of his fellow servants who owed 
him a hundred denarii. He grabbed 
him, started choking him, and said, 
‘Pay what you owe!’ 

Matthew 18:28



$3,000-$8,200,000,000

about 1/600,000th 



At this, his fellow servant fell 
down and began begging him, 
‘Be patient with me, and I will 
pay you back.’  

Matthew 18:29



But he wasn’t willing. Instead, he 
went and threw him into prison until 
he could pay what was owed. When 
the other servants saw what had 
taken place, they were deeply 
distressed and went and reported to 
their master everything that had 
happened.  

Matthew 18:30-31



Then, after he had summoned 
him, his master said to him, ‘You 
wicked servant! I forgave you all 
that debt because you begged me.  
Shouldn’t you also have had mercy 
on your fellow servant, as I had 
mercy on you?’



And because he was angry, his 
master handed him over to the 
jailers to be tortured until he 
could pay everything that was 
owed. So also, my heavenly 
Father will do to you unless every 
one of you forgives his brother or 
sister from your heart.” 

Matthew 18:32-35 



1. We are to imitate God’s 
forgiveness with others



1. We are to imitate God’s 
forgiveness with others

2. We are obligated to show mercy
and not carry a grudge



Shouldn’t you also have had 
mercy on your fellow servant, 
as I had mercy on you? 

Matthew 18:33 



And be kind and compassionate 
to one another, forgiving one 
another, just as God also forgave 
you in Christ. 

Ephesians 4:32



1. We are to imitate God’s 
forgiveness with others

2. We are obligated to show mercy
and not carry a grudge

3. The refusal to forgive is costly



That servant went out and 
found one of his fellow servants 
who owed him a hundred 
denarii. He grabbed him, 
started choking him, and said, 
‘Pay what you owe!’ 

Matthew 18:28



Shouldn’t you also have had mercy on 
your fellow servant, as I had mercy on 
you?’ And because he was angry, his 
master handed him over to the jailers 
to be tortured until he could pay 
everything that was owed. So also, my 
heavenly Father will do to you unless 
every one of you forgives his brother or 
sister from your heart.” 

Matthew 18:33-35
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But God proves his own love 
for us in that while we were 
still sinners, Christ died for us. 

Romans 5:8



How do I forgive someone? 

1. Acknowledge the Pain

2. Put yourself in their shoes

3. Remember God’s forgiveness for you

4. Obey God’s Word



bearing with one another and 
forgiving one another if anyone has 
a grievance against another. Just as 
the Lord has forgiven you, so you 
are also to forgive. 

Colossian 3:13 
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How do I forgive someone? 

1. Acknowledge the Pain

2. Put yourself in their shoes

3. Remember God’s forgiveness for you

4. Obey God’s Word

5. Continue to forgive

6. Pray for the person



But I tell you, love your 
enemies and pray for those 
who persecute you, 

Matthew 5:44




